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SUBJECT: BUCK PASSING IN BANGKOK 
REF: STATE 209030 

SUMMARY: POLICE COLONEL PRAMUAN VANIGPHAND, JUMPING ON BANDWAGON 
OF MOUNTING VITUPERATION AGAINST THE FORMER REGIME, 

RECENTLY LABELLED FORMER THAI LEADERS FIELD MARSHAL 

PRAPHAT CHART IS ATHIF.N AND COLONEL NARONG KITTIKACHORN 

"THE BIGGEST DRUG TRAFFICKERS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA". WE 

HAVE NO EVIDENCE OF THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN THE NARCOTICS TRAFFIC. 

PRAMUAN'S ACCUSATIONS APPEAR DESIGNED TO: CREATE THE 

IMPRESSION HE WAS RAILROADED AND SHOULD BE RELEASED FROM 

JAIL. 

1. POLICE COLONEL PRAMUAN VANIGVPAND, FORMER HEAD OF 
THE POLICE NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION OFFICE, ACCUSED FBJMER 
LEADERS FIELD MARSHAL PRAPHAT CHARU SATHIEN AND COLONEL 
NARONG KITTIKACHORN OF BEING INVOLVED IN NARCOTICS TRAF- 
FICKING IN AN INTERVIEW PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 23 EDITION 
OF "THE NATION". PRAMUAN IS PRESENTLY IN JAI SERVING A 
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TRAFFICKERS TO KEEP THEM OR THEIR MINIONS FROM ARREST. 

ALTHOUGH THE RTG HAD CONCRETE EVIDENCE OF PRAMUAN'S IN- 
VOLVEMENT, IT WAS UNWILLING TO MOVE AGAINST HIM AS LONG 
AS HIS PROTECTOR, FORMERPOLICE DIRECTOR-GENERAL PRASERT 
RUCHIRAWONG, WAS IN POWER. WHEN PRASERT WAS EASED OUT 
LAST OCTOBER, PRAMUAN WAS EXPOSED. NARONG PERSONALLY 
PRESED THE CASE AGAINST PRAMUAN. 

2. THE BANGKOK PRESS IS FULL OF ALLEGED AND REAL 
ABUSES ATTRIBUTED TO PRAPHAT AND NARONG. 

SINCE THEY ARE NOT IN A POSITION TO DEFEND THEMSEVLES, 

MANY GROUPSPSEE THE CHANCE TO SLING MUD WITH- 
OUT GETTING SOILED. PRAMUAN, IN ADDITION, IS ATTEMPTING TO GAIN 
SYMPATHY BY CREATING IMPRESSION HE WAS WRONGLY ACCUSED BY THE 
FORMER GOVERNMENT (HE WAS SENTENCED BY THE PRIME MINISTER UNDER 
ARTICLE 17 RATHER THAN BY THE COURTS). PRASERT MAY BE FOSTERING 
THIS PUBLICITY TO TRY TO SPRING PRAMUAN AND TO TRY TO FIND A NEW 
PLACE FOR THEMSELVES IN THE PRESENT UNSETTLED POLITICAL EN- 
VIRONMENT. 

3. WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE THAT LINKS NARONG 

OR PRAPHAT TO NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING, OR THAT TRAFFICKER 
LO HSING-HAN WORKED FOR NARONG. PRAMUAN'S 

DESCRIPTION OF HIS RET , ATIONSHPS WITH US NARCOTICS OFFICIALS ALSO 
DOES NOT FIT WITH THE FACTS. SENTENCED FOR INVOLVEMENT IN NARCOTICS 
TRAFFICKING, PRAMUAN’S CHARGES AGAINST NARONG AND PRAPHAT 
ARE SELF-SERVING, PARTICULARLY SINCE THIS MISSION HAS NO 
EVIDENCE TO SUBSTANTIATE HIS ACCUSATIONS. 

4. TO EXTENT POSSIBLE BELIEVE DEPARTMENT SHOULD AVOID COMMENTING 
PUBLICITY ON PRAMUAN'S ALLEGATION AS INTERNAL MATTER FOR RTG. IF 
HOWEVER SOME COMMENT BELIEVED REQUIRED, IT SHOULD BE RECALLED THIS 
EMBASSY SAID SOME MONTHS AGO THAT IT HAD NOEVIDENCE OF NARCOTICS 
TRAFFICKING BY TOP LEVEL RTG OFFICIALS IN OFFICE AT THAT TIME 

AND THAT NO EVIDENCE HAS YET APPEARED TO WARRANT A CHANGE IN 
THIS VIEW. 

UNGER 
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